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of both local shows and neticnally syndicated

M ost Talk radio stations today offer a combination
programming. And while even the most casud

ilyrecite the of some of the format's
biggest national stars, like Rush, Hannity, Dr. Laura, Imus,
or Savage, in cities and towns across America there are
terally dozens of local Talk radio stars who may not be
well known to the national press, but who are honest-to-
God “hometown heroes® to their respective stations and
to their thousands of loyal listeners.

We're talking about those hosts who seem to pop
up ateveryeventintown, whoare recognized by sightwhen
walking down the streets of their city or dining ata locad
nmm They're the ones on the front lines of stations'

heritabl nts and manning the microphone
when o local emergency hits. They're the familiar voices
that start listeners' days, drive them home from work in
the aftemoon, and provide friendly companionship in the
derk of night. Hosts who are so firmly entrenched that
their names are synonymous with the stations from which
they broadcast and their lives inextricably intertwined into
the fabric of the communities they serve.

That's why we've chosen to spotlight a number
of Talk radio’s *"Hometown Heroes® in this special issue
of NTS Aircheck. With thousands of Tak-formatted
stations across the country, and limited page space in
this publication, saluting al those who are deserving of
recogrition as local legends is simply not possible. So, for
this specia feature we've focused on just some of Talk
radio's best-of-the-best from America’s major markets.
We're well aware that cur list will provoke the expected,
*Hey, why didn't you include...” feedback from readers.
Frankly, we expect it and we welcome it, because your
nput can only help us develop a future feature saluting
dozens more of local Talk radio’s *hometown heroes.”
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MIKE MOSS & BRUCE ALAN
WTOP/Washington
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DARRELL ANKARLO
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KITAR/Phoenix
8:30am - Noon

Mo In this ksue, Trbuse Compeny Chief linovation
OfMcer Lee Abrans is the subject of “The Interview” In our
excdusive ose-on-one, Abrams taks about the chalenges
of his new role, what he leanad from ten yeers in satelite
radio, and why he thinks the fulure locks particularly bright
for Telk racko. “Talk Is o format that ks truly nede for racko”
says Abrama. Reod more beginning on page 14
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